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N an xt happen agam" Are we in for a new wave: of
i+.} McCarthyism, a Reagan repression, Cold WaJ\II ‘A,
—4,7::] witch hunt 1980s-style, as many on the left suggst"

ll;'u‘

- auon of the new’ Security and Terrorism Subcommittee’ of

*-Senator Strom Thurmond’s Judiciary Committee. Its chaxr-_ :
“man is Jeremiah-Denton,. Republican of Alabama, the re< -

* tired admiral who got elected with the strong support of the
“Moral Majority because, among other things, he spoke of -

.the. death penalty for adulterers, said things like, “QOur- a

.military is in the worst shape it has beensince George
“Washington walked around barefoot at Va]ley Forge” and
-was a war hero-who had spent seven and a half ymrs -as a
ipnsoner of warin Vietnam. S

» Other far-right Repub]xcan members of thxs new’ sub-.

' commlttee include the pamally disabled John East of North
.Carolina, whom one Washington civil liberties lawyer has
-taken to calling ‘‘Helms*on wheels.”” And Utah’s ‘Orrin’
“Hatch, whose staff aide predicted before Ronald Reagan*
“was ‘clected .that the new ‘subcommittee would investigate,
‘;among others, the ‘North American Congrss on: Latm
Amemn (NACLA). a research and information ccmer'on
four” neighbors to the South; ~Mother Jones;” the' San’
‘Francxsco-based magazine which specializes in ecologxcal

muckrakmg; ‘and the Institute for Policy Studies, the lcft-

onemed Washmgton think tank which has recently come to ‘

prommence as ‘the thinly thsgmsed target of The‘ Sptke,
polemuzl best-selling novel:~7": “ & o - Tl

ZiThe )unsdxcuon of the new subcommlttee is sull murky, l .

but it appears“to mclude terronsm, subversnon, mterr}al
dsecunty and; if reports’ of a decision taken at a’ Tecent ex-,
~ecutive session’- are correct, all oversight of ‘the Federal -
-Bureau of Invanganon and the Drug anorcement Admin-.
“istration (both of which formerly fell within the amblt of the

Cnmmal Law Subcommittee, headed by the’ moderatcly

*cxvxl libertarian Senator’Charles' Mathias,’ Repubhcan of

: Maryland) Just where the jurisdiction of the Denton sub-
“committee stops, and .that of Senator Barry Goldwatcr S
“.Committee on Intelligence starts, is unclear.”Or; as one

zlongtime Senate staffer puts it, ““The main thing that is un-

,:clear is whether the reference to terror in the title of the new
~subcommittee s a reference to the subjects they mtend toin-

b vest)gatc or to the relgn they intend to msugate. ”
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/' Giving-apparent.credence to this: fear is the cre-:

. wiretaps, bugs, breaking and entering, the placement.of in-
- formers in dissident organizations and the exemption -of the

. Nation;January 17]:» xand

. Dame-fiaming - -and name<calling-had pretty much-'played

) strategm 1o’ ‘embarrass and’ undermine their- tormemors,

. It is also unclear v
a committee, sigf¥
days- when. Joe Mc
House Committee o

to House-Committee on internal decunity m 15969, abolished |
in 1975) and the less notorious Senate Internal Security Sub- ' '
_committee’ (abolished in 1977); all worked:closely with

to ferret.out_ ‘‘agents of. the Communist eonspxracy,’.’.{o
purge;the-Red _tamg.from,the State..Departrnent, :trade
unions, the Army, the.church, the entertainment industry,.
the academy; et al..After all, despite the record of econormc;*
political and psychologlcal devastation- compiled. by these
Red hunters,..150° members supponed a- rsolunon—mtro-
duced by Representative: John- Ashbrook to estabhsh;.a
-similar body in the,House last year. opeadis i, ‘grtﬁ-ﬁy

And the authors of the 3,000-page;. nine-volume- rcport
issued- by.the Heritage Foundation;: whose chapter:on in-
telligence, in addition to- calling. for-the. legalization<of

intelligence agencies from the Freedom of Information-Act,
also requested “the restoration of some Congressional body
with-similar functions [to theinvaluable HUAC and SISS}’”.
as ‘‘a necessary- part -of - an adequate internal security pro- |
gram.””>. That this-clarion:call to.give‘national safety””
priority over-civil liberty wherever.the-two are in“tension is
taken' ‘seriously” by -the Reagan-Administration -may. be
gathered :from the: partmpatmn*of .Edwin ‘Meese 3d;-the.
President’s: new-chief .counsel;"in- Heritage- Foundation
deliberations.- Meese- has. been:quoted - as saying - the:Ad-
ministration will. *‘rely heavily’’ -on the report.. [See-Jay
Peterzell,: *“Unleashing: the Dogs -of: McCart.hym '}aT he |
qg_: 4" wr— L~ RO Mﬁ&_

My own sense is that h:story will not- -quite rcpeat—xtse}f.
The. power .of such committees to'stigmatizs and punish by

jtselfs out by.the late250s. And bythe w'ly ?60s various com-
mittee tangets had fi. gured outnew and sometimes succs.sful

such-.as appearing in.costume, or the-precedent: of: those
members .of Women Stnkc for.Peace who, ‘when~called
'before.t.he committee in 1962, packed the hall with-women
and cl'nldrcn bnngmg flowers for all the witnesses; zi=7%.;"

' ..Then,- too, -despite ~the :-new. .and - troublxngh(and
C.1.A:-inspired?) media- obsession with- K.G.B_*‘moles”
and *‘disinformation,” ‘neither Reagan nor his New:Right:
cadres-and. lobbyists have made: the internal Communist
menace a dominant theme, although théir emphasis on:the
Sovxet~ thmt has domestic reverberations. Partly- this is
because today’s left is more open than secret. Also, thereare
no .contemporary equivalents of the great political “*“spy”’
cases: :of ‘the .cold-war years. (Judith Coplon, Alger Hiss,

Ethei :.and ‘Julius- Rosenberg)’ which so conveniently fa-




